
 

 

What is a CET? 

 

The CET is the "comité d'encadrement de thèse", the thesis supervision committee for 

doctoral theses at the University of Luxembourg (UL). 

This document describes the expectations on CET members within the Physics and Materials 

Science Programme of the Doctoral School in Science and Engineering.  

 

The CET consists of three members, as outlined in the ROI of the UL (which can be found 

here):  

- the supervisor 

- second member:  

has an ADR of the University of Luxembourg 

is not from the same group as the supervisor 

At least one of the first and second member must be a lecturer, associate, adjunct or 

full professor at the UL 

- third member: can be from the UL, LIST or external. It is strongly recommended to 

include an external expert in the CET. 

must have a doctorate 

 

The task of the CET is on the one hand to foster and to support the doctoral student to 

develop into an independent, well-educated scientist who is capable of critical thinking and 

on the other hand to ensure that the quality of the research work and the doctoral thesis 

correspond to high international standards.  

 

The concrete tasks for the CET are threefold: 

 

- supervision and evaluation of the doctoral student throughout the thesis work: 

the CET meets regularly, as outlined in the CET chronology, which can found here 

(only accessible from within the university), typically after 1, 2 and 2.5 years. The 

CET meeting is a personal meeting or can take place via an electronic communication 

platform or via telephone.  

The doctoral student gives a presentation of about 30 - 45 minutes during the CET 

meeting presenting the scientific results of his or her work. Typically one of the CET 

members is not an expert in the topic of the thesis. The presentation should also be 

comprehensible for this non-expert. This presentation includes also a list of 

publications and conference presentations, a list of courses taken, as well as a research 

and training plan for the time until the next CET meeting. The presentation is 

followed by a scientific discussion between the CET members and the doctoral 

student, as well as a comments on the performed and planned training. The CET 

meeting lasts typically less than two hours. 

The CET evaluates the progress and decides on the continuation of the thesis work. 

This is an integral and important part of the CET's tasks. If a doctoral student does not 

make significant progress and the CET sees no prospect of progress in the future, the 

CET has to terminate the thesis work. This is also in the interest of the doctoral 

student: if there is no realistic perspective to obtain a doctorate within the four years 

prescribed by law, it is better to communicate that as early as possible. 

In the usual case, where the CET recommends the continuation of the thesis work, the 

CET will give recommendations for the future scientific work, for further training, 
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publications, presentations, etc. Essentially they answer the question: what should the 

student do to present an as good as possible thesis at the end of his or her work? Do 

the CET members detect weaknesses that the student should work on to improve his 

or her abilities? What are the strengths that should be encouraged? 

After each CET meeting a CET report is prepared. In general, the supervisor writes 

the report. It is signed by all CET members and the doctoral student. A form is 

available from the BED.   

 

- evaluation of the thesis: 

The last CET report contains the request for the authorisation to defend the thesis. 

This is typically done after the CET meeting of 2.5 or 3.5 years. This last CET report 

is prepared based on a preliminary version of the thesis.  

Once the student has written a first version of the thesis, the CET will evaluate the 

thesis and decide if the thesis is good enough to be defended, i.e. it contains sufficient 

new scientific results and is written in a clear enough way. This evaluation is 

generally done on a preliminary version of the thesis that contains most of the results 

and most of the text. This is a very important task of the CET, as it is part of the 

quality assurance within the doctoral education of the UL. Once the CET deems the 

thesis ready for defence, it will submit a last CET report, including the request for 

authorisation for the defence. According to UL regulations, the defence can take place 

the earliest 2 months after this last CET report. 

Thus, in most cases the timeline will be as follows: after 2.5 years the CET asks for an 

extension of the thesis work. Within this time the doctoral student prepares a 

preliminary manuscript of the thesis, based on which the CET prepares the last report, 

including the demand to authorise the defence. The defence is then 2 months later (or 

a bit more). 

 

- in general, but not necessarily: jury for the thesis defence: 

The jury during the thesis defence consists of five members. Three of them may be 

the CET members. The jury has two external members, one of them may be the 

external member of the CET. There must be at least two jury members, who have not 

published together with the candidate.  
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